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The 1,300 lives lost and the damage, Cuban medical volunteers were in the affected region offering relief. They were sent to work in the most outlying areas, where their mission was to save as many lives annually through care and treatment as the hurricane had claimed (Castro, 2005 organized both individual and group interviews, and students took us through their training hospitals, clinics, and allowed us to visit them in their dormitories.
We also attended some student-organized social events. From our interviews and informal discussions with 16 students from years three through six we are able to present insight into professional and social life at the school. In the second volume more attention is given to the treatment of accidents, infections, and other issues of clinical treatment. A day in the life of a student is busy. "We don't get a lot of free time," commented a 26-year-old female from Costa Rica (interview, June 29, 2005) .
From the third year on, students often take classes in the morning and then tend to patients in the afternoon. For the first two years students live on campus.
After that they generally move to other parts of the island and live in the student residences of their host institutions. Accommodation, books, food, clothing, incidental costs, and all associated expenses are covered by the Ministry of Public Health. A monthly allowance of 100 Cuban pesos (US$4.00) is also given to each student for entertainment costs outside of school. conscience, ethics, solidarity, truly humane feelings, spirit of sacrifice, heroism, and the ability to make a little go a long way" (Castro, 2005) . This is the concept that has defined Cuban medical internationalism and is being put into practice at the ELAM. It will be interesting to see how well the lessons have been learned
elsewhere.
